
 

Salary schedule facts 
On Tuesday, we pointed out that 

Pottstown police officers enjoy con-
siderably higher compensation than 
Pottstown teachers, a situation that 
is reversed from 30 years ago.  

 For one thing, a police officer 
reaches the top of the salary sched-
ule in just five years, whereas a 
Pottstown teacher has 18 steps to 
reach the top. 

The Federation of Pottstown 
Teachers will begin negotiations 
with the school district in Janu-
ary for a new contract starting 
in September 2022. 

With rising inflation and 
a shortage of teachers, we 
can be sure the Federation 
will seek substantial  salary 
increases. 

But Pottstown has a declining tax 
base and the sixth highest property 
taxes of Pennsylvania’s 500 school 
districts. 

As the salary schedules, below, 
demonstrate, there is a huge gulf 
between the compensation for teach-
ers early in their careers and those at 

the top of the schedule.  
If Pottstown wants to attract teach-

ers, it should boost compensation for 
those in the early years and freeze sala-
ries at the top. 

We should also phase out the enor-
mous extra pay given to teachers with 
master’s degrees and graduate credits. 

     Research has shown that in K-12 
schools, having a master’s degree 
makes no difference in the ability 
to teach.  
    But it makes a huge difference 
in cost to the taxpayer. 
       In this year’s Pottstown Feder-

ation contract, a teacher at the 
top of the salary schedule 
makes $63,000 with a bache-
lor’s degree but $87,000 with a 

master’s degree.   
 What does make a difference is cer-

tifications. Teachers with multiple certi-
fications are more valuable to the dis-
trict because they provide a lot more 
flexibility in staff placement.  
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dĞĂĐŚĞƌ�ƐĂůĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚĞĚƵůĞƐ�ϮϬϮϭ-ϮϬϮϮ 
  WŽƩƐƚŽǁŶ WŽƩƐŐƌŽǀĞ KǁĞŶ�:͘�ZŽďĞƌƚƐ 

ϭ �Ψϰϲ͕ϬϬϬ� Ψϰϵ͕ϱϬϬ�  Ψϰϳ͕ϯϵϳ  ΨϱϬ͕ϳϬϮ �ΨϱϬ͕ϲϮϱ� Ψϱϰ͕ϳϴϬ 

Ϯ �Ψϰϳ͕ϬϬϬ� �ΨϱϬ͕ϬϬϬ� Ψϰϴ͕ϳϬϴ ΨϱϮ͕ϵϭϭ �ΨϱϬ͕ϵϮϱ� �Ψϱϱ͕ϯϮϬ� 

ϯ �Ψϰϴ͕ϬϬϬ� �Ψ�ϱϬ͕ϱϬϬ� ΨϱϬ͕Ϭϭϳ Ψϱϱ͕ϭϰϲ �Ψϱϭ͕ϴϮϱ� �Ψϱϱ͕ϴϲϬ� 

ϰ �Ψϰϵ͕ϬϬϬ Ψϱϭ͕ϬϬϬ Ψϱϭ͕ϯϮϲ Ψϱϳ͕ϯϭϴ �ΨϱϮ͕ϲϮϱ� Ψϱϲ͕ϴϱϱ 

ϱ �ΨϱϬ͕ϬϬϬ� �ΨϱϮ͕ϬϬϬ� ΨϱϮ͕ϲϯϱ Ψϱϵ͕Ϯϳϭ �Ψϱϯ͕ϮϮϱ� �Ψϱϴ͕ϯϴϬ 

ϲ �Ψϱϭ͕ϬϬϬ �Ψϱϯ͕ϬϬϬ� Ψϱϯ͕ϵϰϲ Ψϲϭ͕ϯϰϵ �Ψϱϱ͕ϬϮϱ �Ψϱϵ͕ϴϱϬ� 

ϳ �ΨϱϮ͕ϬϬϬ� �Ψϱϱ͕ϬϬϬ� Ψϱϱ͕Ϯϱϳ Ψϲϯ͕ϯϲϮ �Ψϱϲ͕ϬϮϱ� �Ψϲϭ͕ϮϱϬ� 

ϴ �Ψϱϯ͕ϬϬϬ� �Ψϱϳ͕ϬϬϬ� Ψϱϲ͕ϳϲϭ Ψϲϱ͕ϰϯϵ �Ψϱϳ͕ϴϮϱ� �Ψϲϯ͕ϮϬϬ� 

ϵ �Ψϱϰ͕ϬϬϬ �Ψϱϵ͕ϬϬϬ� ΨϲϬ͕ϰϭϲ Ψϲϴ͕ϲϭϰ �Ψϱϵ͕ϱϮϱ� �Ψϲϱ͕ϰϬϬ� 

ϭϬ �Ψϱϱ͕ϬϬϬ Ψϲϭ͕ϬϬϬ Ψϲϱ͕ϳϯϯ Ψϳϰ͕Ϭϲϭ Ψϲϭ͕ϯϮϱ �Ψϲϳ͕ϳϬϬ� 

ϭϭ �Ψϱϲ͕ϬϬϬ �Ψϲϰ͕ϬϬϬ� ΨϳϬ͕ϵϬϭ Ψϳϵ͕ϯϱϵ �Ψϲϯ͕ϬϮϱ� �ΨϳϬ͕ϯϬϬ� 

ϭϮ �Ψϱϳ͕ϬϬϬ Ψϲϳ͕ϬϬϬ Ψϳϲ͕ϵϲϱ Ψϴϰ͕ϴϭϯ �Ψϲϱ͕ϬϮϱ� �ΨϳϮ͕ϳϱϬ� 

ϭϯ �Ψϱϵ͕ϬϬϬ ΨϳϬ͕ϬϬϬ Ψϴϰ͕ϴϮϵ ΨϵϮ͕Ϭϲϴ �Ψϲϳ͕ϬϮϱ� Ψϳϱ͕ϱϱϬ 

ϭϰ �Ψϲϭ͕ϬϬϬ� �Ψϳϯ͕ϬϬϬ� Ψϴϱ͕ϴϮϵ Ψϵϯ͕Ϭϲϴ �Ψϲϵ͕ϬϮϱ� �Ψϳϴ͕ϯϱϬ� 

ϭϱ �Ψϲϭ͕ϱϬϬ� �Ψϳϲ͕ϬϬϬ� Ψϴϳ͕ϯϮϵ Ψϵϰ͕ϱϲϴ �Ψϳϭ͕Ϭϳϱ� �Ψϴϭ͕ϭϱϬ� 

ϭϲ �ΨϲϮ͕ϬϬϬ� �Ψϳϵ͕ϬϬϬ     �Ψϳϯ͕Ϭϳϱ� �Ψϴϯ͕ϭϱϬ� 

^ƚĞƉ �ĂĐŚĞůŽƌнϭϱ DĂƐƚĞƌ �ĂĐŚĞůŽƌнϮϰ DĂƐƚĞƌ �ĂĐŚĞůŽƌнϭϮ DĂƐƚĞƌ 

ϭϳ ΨϲϮ͕ϱϬϬ Ψϴϯ͕ϬϬϬ     

ϭϴ Ψϲϯ͕ϬϬϬ Ψϴϳ͕ϬϬϬ     

Tom Hylton is a member of the Pottstown 
School Board.  However, the views ex-
pressed are his alone and not the board’s. 


